





service and quality is increasing. MFS is asking the Commission to stop these
pro-consumer developments.

If the MFS request is granted, it would open the door to future
intervention to favor some competitors and to disadvantage others. In this
environment, competition would be used as both a sword and a shield, to extract
concessions such as expanded interconnection, but to defend against the true
rigors of price competition —~ such as that intended by geographic deaveraging.
The policy which MFS asks the Commission to follow is not a policy of market-
based competition, but rather a policy of regulatory favoritism.

The Commission need not create artificial price floors to protect against
pricing which is “too low” for the tastes of competitors. Ameritech is mindful of
its obligations under the antitrust laws to properly price its services above
relevant costs. Ameritech is also keenly aware that there are severe penalties for
not doing so, including treble damages and attorneys’ fees. These requirements
create an effective restraint on any alleged improper pricing practices.

In sum, the Commission has embarked upon a pro-competitive policy.
MFS asks the Commission to abandon that policy in order to protect it from the
rigors of true price competition. Ameritech asks the Commission to reject that



request, and to instead allow the market to operate in the way the Commission
intends it to operate.
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